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Abstract: The main purpose of this paper is to provide real-life examples for the assistive 
technology, which are used to enhance preservice teacher-faculty and online designer partnerships in 
special education. Therefore, a framework developed by the researchers will show the needs, 
expectations and strengths of preservice teachers, faculty and online designers as they interact with 
special education professionals regarding the academic and social progress of the children with 
special needs in the learning milieus. In this study, technologies in the Special Education Department 
of the College of Education and how they fit into developed framework will be discussed as well. 
The availability of technology to preservice teachers and faculties in the College of Education is 
crucial to make decision about what technologies provide collaborative educational settings for the 
preservice teachers, faculties and online designers. 



Introduction 

The use and integration of the new technologies, such as the Internet, World Wide Web, new computer software, etc., in 
educational milieus have been enormously growing for nearly two decades. Not only do these new technologies make an 
impact in general education, but also within preservice special education teachers who work with one of the diverse 
groups in the societies. However, it is observed that there are divergence approaches to use and integrate the new 
technologies into the Special Education Programs in Turkey. The major concern in this study is to examine and define the 
experiences, perspectives and expectations of the preservice special education teachers, faculty and online designers on the 
use and integration of the technology 

A distance education professor and a professor of Special Education in Turkey have collaborated on the use and 
integration of technology in the College of Education for studying the dynamics of change in an era of electronic 
technologies. They will describe the perspectives used to examine the impact of technology on society and thus on the 
pedagogical tools developed to enhance eventual course delivery. 



The Purpose of the Research 

The main purpose of this paper is to provide real-life examples for the assistive technology, which are used to enhance 
preservice teacher, faculty and online designer partnerships in the Special Education. Therefore, a framework developed 
by the researchers will show the needs, expectations and strengths of preservice teachers , faculty and online designers as 
they interact with special education professionals regarding the academic and social progress of the children with special 
needs in the learning milieus. In this study, technologies in the College of Education and how they fit into developed 
framework will be discussed as well. The availability of technology to preservice teachers and faculties in the College of 
Education is crucial to make decision about what technologies provide collaborative educational settings for the preservice 
teachers and faculties. Therefore , the major concern in this study is to examine, analyze and define the experiences, 
perspectives and exp ectations of the Special Education pre-service teachers, faculty in the College of Education and 
online designers from Open Education Faculty toward the use and integration of the new technologies into their 
curriculum. 

To gather the data to define and analyze the needs, expectations and strengths of preservice teachers, faculty and online 
designers toward developing and integrating e-learning milieus in the special education curriculum and determine the 
techniques to change their negative attitudes toward positive ones, the researchers will focus on these sub-purposes given 
below in this study: 

1. To individualize communication technologies for methods for collaboration as partnerships developed between 
home and school, 

2. To understand the needs and strengths of parents to make communication possible with preservice teachers, 
faculty and online designers, 

3. To provide a framework used for decision making process to individualize the methods of collaboration used, 
and 

4. To enhance preservice teachers, faculty and online designers partnership via communication 
technologies by making a good decision on which technologies will be used for collaboration. 




Research Method 



This is an ongoing action research. The researchers have been working with the preservice teachers and the faculty in the 
College of Education and the online designers for two years. The College of Education of the one the biggest Middle 
Anatolian University attempts to develop motivated and committed preservice teachers and faculties in the Special Ed 
ucation Program. In keeping with its continuous progress goals, the preservice teachers and faculties in the Special 
Education Program at the College of Education and online designers instigate an effort to use and integrate the role of 
technology. As pres ervice teachers and faculty in the Special Education Program, by expanding our focus, we, together, 
have to rethink and redesign our Special Education Program to support National standards, and to enhance assistive 
technology for the people with special needs. 

This study utilizes both qualitative and quantitative data to provide detailed information to the researchers for analysis. 

The combination of this method helps the researcher to generate new perspectives and stimulate new directions in data 
analysis . The combination of the methodologies is to strengthen this study design and to provide data triangulation (the 
use of a variety of data sources), theory triangulation (the use of multiple perspectives to interpret the data collected), and 
methodological triangulation (the use of multiple methods to study the focus of this research). Therefore, the researchers 
overcome the intrinsic bias that can come from single methods. 

To provide the credibility issue in this study, the researchers adopt a stance of neutrality with regard to the phenomenon, 
the experiences, perspectives and expectations of the preservice teachers, faculty and online designers on the use and 
integration of the technology. In other words, they will not try to prove a specific perspective and manipulate the data from 
the different sources. This study is exploratory in order to allow insights to emerge from a recursive data analysis process. 



Participants 

Through purposive sampling techniques, the 50 voluntary preservice teachers from senior classes and 10 faculties in the 
Special Education Department and two online designers from Open Education Faculty at a large Middle Anatolia State 
University are selected as participants. 

From the purposeful sampling, toward the end of the third week of the Fall Semester-200 3, twelve preservice teachers, six 
female and six male participants in the senior classes, and six faculties, three female and six male, in the College of 
Education of this University, and two online designers from Open Education Faculty will be chosen for the interviews. 
These twelve preservice teachers and six faculties will be identified for the interviews according to their pre-survey scores. 
Four preservice teachers and two faculties will obtain very low scores about their needs, expectations and strengths toward 
the use and integration of the technology whereas four teachers two faculties will have moderate scores toward the use and 
integrate technology and the last four and two will have very high pre-survey scores about their needs, expectations and 
strengths toward the use and integration of the technology .Two online designers from Open Education Faculty, earned 
their BA degree form the College of Education, having Ed.D degrees, are voluntarily participants in this study. 



Research Instruments & Data Collections 

First of all, the 50 preservice teachers, 10 faculties and two online designers are asked individually to read and sign the 
informed consents form, which describes the research in detail. The researchers also strongly emphasize that they are 
interested in studying the needs, expectations and strengths of the preservice teachers, faculties and online designers 
toward the use and integration of the technology in their Program. These total 62 participants in this study are asked to fill 
out three questioners: 1) a pre-survey given at the third of the Fall Semester-2003, 2) at the revised Flashlight 
questionnaire given the eight week of the Fall Semester-2003, and 3) a post-survey given at the fourteenth week of the Fall 
Semester-2003. 

The main instrument of data collection in this research will be the interview protocols. The researchers in this study will 
interview with twelve participants from the senior class, six faculties in Special Education Department of College of 
Education and two online designers at the fourth week of the Fall Semester-2003 and at the tenth week of the Fall 
Semester-2003. All interviews will be taped-recorded. Also, the researchers will take paper-pencil notes consisting 
primarily of major points during both focusing group sessions. It is estimated that each focusing group session will last 
approximately 60 minutes. 

Based on the data collected from different sources in this study, the researcher will finally develop a framework to use and 
integrate assistive technology into Special Education Program of the University. Consequently, a particular theoretical 




arrangement that is deliberately selected provides the indispensable basis for corresponding instructional methods in the 
Special Education Program based on technology-based education. Each dimension of this framework also has a number of 
sub-dimensions that consist of items or issues focusing on an explicit feature of technology-based special education 
applications. These items or issues of the framework are systemically interrelated and interdependent. These 
characteristics of the framework can also help instructional designers design, implement and evaluate meaningful virtual 
learning milieus. To design, implement and evaluate Special education Program based on the framework of any distance 
education program of a developed, developing and under-developed country must be focused on how this framework 
provides not only open but also flexible virtual learning environments for global learners worldwide. For this reason, the 
preservice teachers, faculty and online designers must collaborate with learners, instructors, trainers, administrators, and 
technical support staff as well as other services from all over the world. 



Conclusion 

There have been drastic changes in the strategies and organization using the communication technologies as educational 
tools in special education environments over the last decade. The new advancements and approaches of the use of these 
technologies for special education purposes force the preservice teachers and faculty from the Special Education 
Department and the online designers to develop new technology applications and integrate them into special education. 
Thus, ETV provides richer interactions and more collaboration among the preservice teachers, faculty and online 
designers, and interactive and accessible information resources via technology. In this case, to develop a convenient 
framework for their curriculum, the needs, expectations and strengths of preservice teachers, faculty and online designers 
to integrate and use new technologies into special education learning settings are becoming crucial to define and analyze. 

The crucial question to ask is how Special Education in developed, developing and under-developing countries responds 
to the rapid changes in communication technologies and the increasing demands of diverse learners in the College of 
Education. There is no universal applicable guide for technology-based special education applications that shows how to 
cope with change and the conflict. However, strategies of planned, necessary changes in educational systems need to be 
developed within the framework developed by the researchers that includes an awareness of the major forces of social, 
institutional and technological as well as educational changes confronting educational systems. 
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